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of Detroit, which Father Salleneuve, missionary to
that nation, had brought to the Illinois country when
he had taken refuge there, two and a half years
before. There was another cause for astonishment:
this Father, who had come from Detroit, and Father
de la Morinie, from the post of Saint Joseph, did
not belong to Louisiana, but to Canada; it was
extreme want that had obliged them to withdraw to
the country of the Illinois, and they had remained
there only for lack of the necessary opportuni-
ties to return to their posts. Father Salleneuve had
no work in the Illinois mission, and Father de
la Morinie had only taken charge of the church of
Sainte Genevieve through the motive of a zeal that
refuses itself to nothing; it was plain that the
council of New Orleans ought to have neither
known nor thought of them. But those who had the
authority in Illinois did not think thus, and the
Jesuits submitted to every interpretation that the
officials chose to give to the decree; they did not
attempt, they did not say anything for their defense.
What could they have done? Protest against the
decree and its execution? The notary who would
have had to receive their protest was interested in
their destruction; he acted as registrar in the execu-
tion of the decree; and he did not even keep within
the bounds of decorum. Would they have given
public notice of their protest? They would assuredly
have been treated as people revolting against public
authority; they would have been seized, and perhaps
placed in irons, as malefactors; orders had been
given on that point. In fine, the Jesuits' only care
was to carry out the order given them by their
superior at New Orleans, or rather to yield to the



